
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Hasselt, 10/01/2017 
 

Dear Rottweiler Friends, 
 
 
A hereditary (genetic) disease that is drawing more and more attention as to be 
threatening the health of our breed is Subaortic Stenosis (SAS). 
  
We cannot and may not ignore the importance of the disease. 
  

It is the narrowing (stenosis) of the area underneath the aortic valve, that causes 
obstruction or blockage of the blood flow through the heart.    This narrowing 
can be mild, moderate or severe.    If moderate or severe, it causes the heart to 
work harder and can prove to be harmful for the health of the heart. 

  

Subaortic stenosis is a problem that most commonly occurs in large-breed dogs 
like the Rottweiler.   It is genetic in origin and the first signs of it may be present 
at birth but may also appear only later in life (usually milder cases). 

  

In case of mild sub-aortic stenosis there are no symptoms but in moderate and 
severe cases, the symptoms are weakness, breathing difficulty, fainting and, in 
extreme cases, even sudden death.      

  

Dogs with subaortic stenosis, even severe subaortic stenosis, usually look 
perfectly healthy and active and nobody realizes that their hearts are 
compromised.    It is a hidden murderer … .  

  

For the Newfoundlander, the disease has been described as being an autosomal 
dominant trait !     For the Rottweiler I find no final conclusion that confirms this same 
nature (it might be a polygenetic trait) and I have asked for confirmation at a university 
faculty of veterinarian sciences).   I will keep you informed. 

 

Still, all over the world studies occur stating an ever more important degree of 
infestation of the Rottweilerpopulation.        If the dominance of the gene would be 
confirmed, this would imply a very concrete danger for the breed and especially in 
case of narrowing of genetic diversity. 

  

Just think of all the times you yourself have already heard about dogs having suddenly 
difficulty in breathing or that faint or even drop dead (during a walk, in the showring, 
on the trialfield, …).  We hear that more and more …      
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In several countries,  many breeders are familiar with the disease and are already now 
testing their breeding dogs on SAS.     For example in the UK, USA, …   .  In Belgium 
(Flanders) even the legislator has made a test on SAS obligatory for some breeds and 
I cannot exclude that the Rottweiler will shortly follow. 

  

We need more information to consider the prevalence of the disease and the 
possibilities to fight the disease in the context of the IFR.     

  

To make it easy to answer, we have prepared the form that you will find 
under this link (click). 

  
We ask all Delegates and/or Breed Wardens to complete the form as quickly as 
possible. 

  

Thank you for your cooperation.    Your answers will be part of the discussion of the 
Breed Warden Meeting and Delegates. 
  

With friendly greetings, 

 

On behalf of the the IFR-Board, 

 

D. Vandecasteele 

President. 
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